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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A protective membrane for a touch screen comprising: 

a recessed area disposed over said touch screen, said recessed area being 
at least partially transparent; 

a surface finish having a predetermined smoothness; 

said recessed area having a predetermined thickness; 

said recessed area having a predetermined stiffness; 

said predetermined smoothness, said predetermined thickness, and said 
predetermined stiffness being selected such that simultaneous pressing and 
sliding of a stylus over said recessed area creates a tactile input to said touch 
screen. 

2. The protective membrane of claim 1 further comprising a peripheral mounting 
mechanism whereby said protective membrane may be mounted in a case. 

3. The protective membrane of claim 1 further comprising printing on said 
recessed area. 

4. The protective membrane of claim 1 wherein at least said recessed area is 
manufactured from polyvinylchloride. 

5. The protective membrane of claim 4 wherein said at least said recessed area is 
manufactured using thermoforming. 

6. The protective membrane of claim 5 wherein said thickness is between O.OlOin 
and 0.01 5in. 

7. The protective membrane of claim 1 wherein at least said recessed area is 
manufactured using injection molding. 

8. A protective cover that protects a touch screen on an electronic device and 
allows sliding tactile input to said touch screen comprising: 

a protective enclosure that attaches to said electronic device; 
a protective membrane that is attached to said protective enclosure 
comprising: 
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a recessed area disposed over said touch screen, said recessed area 
being at least partially transparent; 

said recessed area having a surface finish with a predetermined 
smoothness; 

1 0 said recessed area having a predetermined thickness; 

said recessed area have a predetermined stiffness; 
said predetermined smoothness, said predetermined thickness, and 
said predetermined stiffness being selected such that simultaneous 
pressing and sliding of a stylus over said recessed area is sufficient to 
1 5 create a tactile input to said touch screen. 

9. The protective cover of claim 8 wherein said protective enclosure attaches to 
said device by enveloping said device. 

10. The protective cover of claim 8 wherein said protective enclosure covers an 
exterior portion of said device. 

1 1 . The protective cover of claim 1 1 wherein said protective enclosure snaps onto 
said exterior portion of said device. 

12. The protective cover of claim 1 1 further comprising printing on said recessed 
area. 

13. The protective cover of claim 1 1 wherein said recessed area is manufactured 
from polyvinylchloride. 

14. The protective cover of claim 13 wherein said recessed area is manufactured 
using thermoforming. 

15. The protective membrane of claim 14 wherein said predetermined thickness 
is between O.OlOin and 0.01 5in. 

16. The protective membrane of claim 8 wherein said recessed area is 
manufactured using injection molding. 
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